[Recent development of nucleic acid drug].
Oligonucleotides and their analogs have been utilized for the regulation of gene expression since mid-1970. The so-called antisense strategy has recently acquired its reality of the application to clinical therapeutic uses. In the course of the development, it has been found that nucleic acids might have broad variety of abilities to regulate gene expression. The abilities are classified as ribozymes, antigenes, decoy DNAs (or RNAs) and aptamers, and they can be applied to clinical uses as nucleic acid drugs in the near future.